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GREEN ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP 
MINUTES 

Friday, April 14, 2023 
2:30 p.m. 
Tay Valley Municipal Office – 217 Harper Road, Perth, Ontario 
Council Chambers 
 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Members Present: Councillor, Angela Pierman 
 Bob Argue 

Jennifer Dickson 
 Douglas Barr  
 David Poch 
 Peter Nelson 

 
Members Absent: Councillor, Greg Hallam 
 Gilbert Rossignol 
 
Staff Present: Noelle Reeve, Planner 

Allison Playfair, Building & Planning Administrative 
Assistant, Recording Secretary 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m.  
A quorum was present. 

2. AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

i) Addition Under New/Other Business:  Invitation to Sundance Artisan Festival.  

The agenda was approved as amended. 
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3. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND/OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 
 
None at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

i) Minutes – March 17th, 2023. 

The minutes of the Green Energy and Climate Change Working Group Meeting 
held on March 17th, 2023, were approved as presented. 
 

5. DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 
None.  
 

6. BUSINESS 

i) Climate Action Plan Update. 

• Waste Composition Study Results 
 
B. Argue provided an analysis of the data that was included in the Waste 
Composition Study – attached page 9.  Overall, the Township is doing well 
compared to other municipalities but there is room for improvement. The first 
chart shows how well the recyclable materials Tay Valley currently accepts 
are recycled. Almost all paper, glass and metal are recycled. Plastics is the 
least recycled category followed by paper packaging. In other words, these 
latter two categories wind up in the garbage stream rather than the recycling 
stream the most. 
 
The last two columns of this chart show new potential for recycling (by 
diverting the recyclables Tay Valley currently accepts out of the garbage) 
and by including additional recyclables (e.g., milk cartons).  
 
The Planner was not sure of how the new Circular Economy regime will 
affect the Township’s recycling program.  The Planner will ask the Public 
Works Manager. 
 
The second chart shows that Tay Valley has comparable proportions of 
recyclables to other municipalities with the exception of large urban centres 
that compost a significant portion of their waste.  This chart also shows that 
Tay Valley has a lower proportion of non-acceptable waste than other 
municipalities (again with the exception of large urban areas).   
 
Unfortunately, because the Waste Composition Study was undertaken for 
free by the province, the consultants did not break out what the non-
acceptable garbage consisted of but B. Argue can make some educated 
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inferences based on his decades of work in this sector (where unacceptable 
waste can be broken down into over 40 categories) and he can discuss with 
the Public Works Manager. 
 
The third chart shows again that Tay Valley is doing well at recycling 
compared to other municipalities, with the exception of composting organic 
material.  It is important to get the organic material out of the waste site 
because as vegetables, grass, etc, decompose they emit methane which is 
a climate change accelerator. 
 
A discussion was held and it was agreed that encouraging more backyard 
composting, awareness of the Re-Use Centre, and trying to increase the 
types of material able to be recycled would be the Working Group’s 
recommended priorities for the Township to pursue. 
 
The Planner will discuss with the Public Works Manager about the Blue Box 
Transition and if the Township can do additional recycling or composting at 
the waste site.  
 
The Working Group suggested that the Township could send out information 
on how to make your own composting bin as the Township is not sure when 
more composting bins will be available to sell. This could be a good news 
release for Earth Day.  
 
The Planner informed the Working Group that the Township has a Waste 
Management Master Plan that was received by Council in the fall before the 
new Council was elected.  The Public Works Manager intends to focus on its 
implementation later this Spring.  
 

• Building Conditions Assessment Report 
 

The Planner asked if the Working Group members had a chance to review 
the Building Conditions Assessment Report and could suggest any items 
that would be beneficial for improving the Township’s energy efficiency and 
green house gas reduction.  She noted that these items would go to the 
Treasurer to potentially be included in the budget for next year and to help 
provide the Public Works Manager with a heads up for tenders of future 
projects. 
 
B. Argue prepared a list but the Working Group did not receive the email in 
time for the meeting.  The list will be circulated as part of the next agenda.  
 
B. Argue also pointed out that it is important to take a whole lifecycle view of 
an asset.  For example, the thermology rating in the Building Conditions 
Report only indicates if there is a cold spot in a wall.  It does not indicate if 
the wall should have more insulation applied to the outside of it to reduce 
heating costs for the building. 
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It was discussed that it should not be up to the Working Group to identify 
what needs to be considered in a tender.  There needs to be on going 
education process for the use of lifecycle costing and the climate lens before 
tenders are drafted. 
 
For example, the flat roof replacement tender for the Municipal Office 
building resulted in a roof with less insulation than would be required if it was 
being built new today.  With the roof removed, now would be the time to 
upgrade the insulation from R-12 to R-25 but that is not going to happen 
because the request was not made in the bid document. 
 
The Planner mentioned that the Public Works Manager had asked a 
company to write the specs on the replacement roof because he did not 
know what the Township should be asking for in a roof tender but the 
company did not include any climate action improvements.  
 
The Working Group recognized the Public Works Manager will not be an 
expert in all aspects of facilities as his training is more oriented toward 
roads. Therefore, the Working Group suggested adding money to the 
Township budget to allow the Public Works Manager to send out Requests 
for Proposals to green energy experts like the Green Building Alliance, etc. 
to get feedback on upcoming RFPs for assets.  
 
The Planner also mentioned that once the Asset Management Plan is 
completed and presented to Council this Spring, it will describe what 
equipment, facilities, roads, etc. need to be replaced and the year of repair 
or replacement which would provide enough notice for staff to complete the 
writing of RFPs viewed through the climate lens in advance.  
 
The Working Group recommended that Township Request for Proposals 
(RFPs) should ask companies that are submitting bids to include life cycle 
costing, energy efficiency and GHG reduction options in all work to repair or 
replace assets, that the Treasurer’s analysis should indicate the true 
operating costs of the alternatives, not just the capital costs and that utilizing 
a social discount rate to recognize the benefit of Greenhouse Gas reduction 
and energy efficiency be discussed by Council.  The social discount subsidy 
should come from a reserve and the savings over the lifetime of the asset 
should be returned to that reserve. 

 

 

 

ii) Communications  

• Lanark County Climate Change Committee Update. 

The Planner updated the Working Group that the Lanark County Climate 
Change Working Group agreed to change the GHG emission target for 2030 
from a 20% reduction to a recommended 45% reduction.  It was noted that 
this increase would be in line with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM’s) new targets and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s 
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(IPCC’s) target to keep global warming to 1.5C. This recommendation will be 
discussed by County Council on Wednesday April 26. 
 
The County Environment and Climate Change staff have recommended that 
$10,000.00 be given to each municipality to use towards Climate Action for: 
purchasing an electric vehicle; purchasing public charging stations; or 
purchasing composting equipment.  The Township could use this subsidy for 
the Ford Lightning electric pick up truck.  
 
The Working Group discussed the use of the County money to purchase the 
Ford Lightning pick up truck rather than a Food Cycler. 
 
B. Argue did not support Food Cycler because it does not produce compost. 
It dehydrates organic material to a concentrated powder that must be placed 
in a deep trench and left for a year before planting seeds or plants in it.  
Otherwise, it will kill seeds or plants because it is too highly concentrated. In 
addition, it is expensive to purchase and to operate ($100 filters need to be 
changed twice a year) and it costs $500 ($300 if subsidized) so who gets 
them? Finally, it is energy intensive to use. 
 
The Working Group recommended supporting the use of the County money 
to purchase the Ford Lightning pick up truck. 
 
Whereas the International Panel of Climate Change has called for global 
warming to be held at 1.5C to avoid worsening the impacts on people and 
the environment from climate disruption (see Risks from Rising 
Temperatures – attached page 10); and whereas Canada will experience 
more rapid warming due to our northern location; and whereas Tay Valley 
Township has experienced damage from more frequent and severe weather 
events including flooding, the derecho, an ice storm and drought in the past 
five years, which were the hottest ever in recorded world temperatures; and 
whereas Tay Valley Township has committed to reducing its contribution to 
global warming to no more than 1.5C by reducing its Greenhouse Gas 
emissions through its Climate Action Plan, accepted by the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities Partners for Climate Protection program; and 
whereas the Township is required to replace a light pick up truck as part of 
its fleet management; therefore, the Green Energy and Climate Change 
Working Group urges that all of the $10,000 provided by the County of 
Lanark for municipal climate action projects (for either public charging 
stations, fleet EV purchases, or public composters) be allocated to the 
purchase of the Ford 150 – Lightning. 

 
• Should Tay Valley Declare a Climate Emergency?  

 
P. Neilson emphasized the urgency of taking steps to reduce climate 
disruption, provided information and reasons why the Township should 
declare a climate emergency – attached page 11 
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He noted that the County of Lanark should also be urged to declare a 
climate emergency because their recent decision to not use air source heat 
pumps was bad economics and locked in fossil fuel use when one of their 
principles for Climate Action was to eliminate fossil fuel use.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Working Group decided it will gather more information that would be 
beneficial to help educate Council about what it means for the Township to 
declare a climate emergency. 

The Planner clarified that raising awareness of a climate emergency does 
not require the Community Emergency Management Coordinator to call the 
Emergency Response team together.  
 

• National Building Code Update Energy Efficiency - Doug Barr 
 
D. Barr explained that he believes that Tay Valley should find a way to 
require all new builds to have mandatory solar panels on roof tops and 
Electric Vehicle charging stations roughed in.   
 
The Working Group discussed different ideas that could help homeowners 
move toward more energy efficient new builds in Tay Valley.  Two 
suggestions were: a tax reduction incentive if possible (similar to the tax 
reduction provided to landowners who manage forests) or a by-law for green 
building standards.  The Planner and Working Group members will bring 
examples of Townships that have adopted Green Building Standards to the 
next meeting.   

• Suggestions for Education Residents and Council 

The Planner will explore if FCM does in person presentations that could be 
useful to Council on the urgency of tackling climate disruption.  

 
7. NEW AND OTHER BUSINESS 

i) Invitation to Sundance Artisan Festival.  

The Planner advised the Working Group that the Chief Administrative Officer 
received an invitation for the Working Group to have a booth to provide 
information to the community at the Sundance Artisan Festival on Labour Day 
Weekend (located behind the Fall River Cafe in Maberly and along the Fall 
River).  A discussion was held with different ideas that could be put on display 
and it was felt that one day would be possible but not all three days.  The 
Working Group will discuss further at the next meeting.   

8. NEXT MEETING DATE AND PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Next Meeting: May 12, 2023 
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The Working Group suggested that they meet monthly for the next 6 months to help 
the new Council to be informed.  
 

9. DEFERRED ITEMS 
 
*The following items will be discussed at the next and/or future meeting: 
• Climate Action Plan Update 

o Waste Management Master Plan Update 
o Electric Truck Purchase Update 
o Should Tay Valley Declare a Climate Emergency?  
o 
o 

 

  

National Building Code Update Energy Efficiency 
Invitation to Sundance Artisan Festival 

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Working Group adjourned at 4:18 p.m. 
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BUSINESS 
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