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GREEN ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE WORKING GROUP 

MINUTES 
 

 
Friday, June 3rd,2022 
10:00 a.m. 
Council Chambers 
 

 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Members Present: Chair, Deputy Reeve Barrie Crampton 
 Councillor Rob Rainer  

Bob Argue 
Jennifer Dickson 

 Douglas Barr  
 

Members Absent: David Poch 
 Peter Nelson 
  
Staff Present: Noelle Reeve, Planner 

Allison Playfair, Planning Administrative Assistant, 
Recording Secretary 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m.  
A quorum was present. 
 

2. AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
i) Addition Under New/Other Business:  Support for City of Cambridge Resolution 

for the Ontario Building Code to Contain More Stringent Energy Efficiency 
Requirements. 

 
ii) Addition Under New/Other Business: Lanark County Meeting with VIA Rail. 

 
The agenda was approved as amended 
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3. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND/OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
AND GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 
 
None at this time. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

i) Minutes – April 8th, 2022 
 

The minutes of the Green Energy and Climate Change Working Group Meeting 
held on April 8th, 2022, were approved as presented. 
 

5. DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 
None.  
 

6. BUSINESS 
 

i) Climate Action Plan  
 

• Official Plan Update 2022 - Climate Change and Climate Report Card 
 
The Planner thanked the Working Group for their comments on the Climate 
Change Report Card. The Report Card will be discussed by Committee of 
the Whole on June 7, 2022. The Planner will let the Working Group know if 
the Committee suggests any changes.  
 
The Planner noted that the draft Official Plan has been posted on the 
website and it contains an expanded section on climate change. The 
Working Group recommended that Council consider its submission to the 
draft Official Plan to be the following: 
 
 Include guiding principles in the Official Plan similar to Lanark County’s: 

 Tay Valley Township will eliminate fossil fuel use; 
 Tay Valley Township will maximize energy efficiencies and 

increase renewable energy generation; 
 Tay Valley Township will reduce waste organic material; 
 Tay Valley Township will sequester carbon and protect natural 

resources 
 
The Working Group also suggested that the new section on Emergency 
Management required by the Provincial Policy Statement include reference 
to the need to prepare for emergencies arising from a changing climate 
(e.g., flooding, derecho wind storms, heat domes, etc.) 
 
The Planner invited Working Group members to the upcoming Open Houses 
on June 9, 2022 in person and June 14, 2022 virtually with an in-person 
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Public Meeting on June 21, 2022.  Comments will be taken at any time by 
emailing the Planner.  
 

• Natural Asset Management Plan Training  
 

The Planner advised the Working Group that the Municipal Natural Asset 
Initiative (MNAI) was offering training for ten municipalities across Canada 
and Tay Valley Township was one of the ten. The outcome of the training 
will be a roadmap of how to include the Township’s Natural Assets in the 
Township’s Asset Management Plan. 
 
This training will be starting in June 2022 and running through July 2022. 
Staff participants will include the Treasurer, Public Works Manager, Acting 
CAO/Clerk and the Planner. A report on this project can be seen on the 
June 7, 2022 Committee of the Whole agenda.  

 
• Home Energy Retrofit Funding Project  

 
The Planner noted this report updating Council on the Home Energy Retrofit 
Loan program will also be on the Committee of the Whole package for June 
7, 2022.   
 
In November 2020, Tay Valley Council directed staff to participate in a 
seven-municipality pilot with the Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM), Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Clean Air 
Partnership, and Heating Refrigeration Air Conditioning Institute of Canada 
(HRAI) to develop a deep home energy retrofit grant and loan program for 
Tay Valley residents as part of meeting the Township’s Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) reduction goals for community emissions. 
 
It was noted that the timeline would be to bring a Local Improvement 
Charges By-Law to Council in August or September of 2022 and to submit 
an application to apply for Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
funding for the project in December of 2022. The background report for this 
project can be seen on the June 7, 2022 Committee of the Whole agenda. 

 
ii) Communications  
 

• Lanark County Climate Change Committee Update – Bob Argue  
 

Bob Argue explained to the Working Group that the Lanark County Climate 
Change Committee priorities were divided into two tables, one for the 
Community and one for Corporate actions. (The tables can be viewed at the 
links below.) It was noted that item number 14 in the Corporate Table, the 
Climate Lens Tool, is a priority and that training for County staff and Council 
is expected to be completed by the end of June 2022. 
 
Climate Action Priorities.xlsx (civicweb.net) 

https://lanarkcounty.civicweb.net/FileStorage/7BA05C40CB044B4CB40215F7C5967FF2-Community%20Climate%20Action%20Table_May%2018.pdf
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Corporate Climate Action Table.xlsx (civicweb.net) 
 

7. NEW AND OTHER BUSINESS 
 
i) Support for City of Cambridge Resolution for the Ontario Building Code to 

Contain More Stringent Energy Efficiency Requirements – attached page 7. 

The Planner explained to the Working Group that at a special meeting on May 
31, 2022, the Council of the Corporation of the City of Cambridge passed a 
motion to encourage the Province of Ontario to meet its greenhouse gas 
reduction targets of 30% by 2030. The motion recognizes that emissions from 
buildings represented 22% of the province’s 2017 emissions. The motion calls 
on the Province of Ontario to include more stringent energy efficiency standards 
in the next edition of the Ontario Building Code and to encourage municipalities 
to adopt their own Green Development Standards. 

The Planner asked if the Working Group would like to ask Council to support 
this resolution by the City of Cambridge.  

The Working Group suggested that Tay Valley Township draft its own resolution 
for inclusion in the Agenda for the Council meeting in August when the Working 
Group and Council will have time to absorb the information, rather than the item 
being pulled from the Communication package at the end of what could be a 
long last meeting before the July break.   

The Working Group also suggested that Tay Valley’s resolution be sent to all 
area municipalities and Lanark County to gain their resolution of support.  

iii) Lanark County Meeting with VIA Rail.  
 

Deputy Reeve, Barrie Crampton, wanted to the let the Working Group know that 
he and the Planner registered for a meeting to discuss the VIA rail proposal for 
an electric train through Brooke Valley in the Township.  He noted that the 
Planner provided a large amount of input about our area as well as groups to 
contact and that she also raised questions about how impacts on landowners’ 
properties, wildlife, noise, the local Indigenous communities etc., would be 
mitigated. VIA rail is focusing on stakeholder consultation and said we are a 
stakeholder. VIA explained the train was going to be electrified and the track 
would recharge the electric locomotive and therefore it would be less noisy and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 
The Deputy Reeve asked the Planner to follow up with VIA on her assertion that 
the Environmental Assessment would need to consider the implications for 
greenhouse gases of using Ontario electricity (generated by natural gas plants) 
versus using Quebec electricity (generated by water power). 

 
It was also noted that County of Lanark CAO, Kurt Greaves, suggested double 
tracking the existing system rather than going through Brooke Valley. However, 
this would require new right of way acquisition.  

https://lanarkcounty.civicweb.net/FileStorage/0F757B80BB914DE1BD27C6739BFAADFE-Corporate%20Climate%20Action%20Table_May%2018.pdf
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8. NEXT MEETING DATE AND PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS

Next Meeting: TBD

9. DEFERRED ITEMS

*The following items will be discussed at the next and/or future meeting:

• None

10. ADJOURNMENT

The Working Group adjourned at 11:14 a.m.
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BUSINESS 
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