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DRUMMOND NORTH ELMSLEY TAY VALLEY FIRE BOARD 
MINUTES 

 

 

 

Monday, September 14th, 2020 
6:00 p.m.  
BBD&E Station – 14 Sherbrooke Street East, Perth, Ontario 
Training Room 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
 
Members Present:   Chair, Councillor RoxAnne Darling 

Vice-Chair, Councillor John Matheson (arrived at 6:43 p.m.) 
Councillor Ray Scissons 

  Councillor Fred Dobbie 
  Councillor George Sachs 

 Councillor Mick Wicklum 
 
Staff Present:   Greg Saunders, Fire Chief 
  Megan Moore, Recording Secretary 
  Paul Cameron, Station Chief, BBD&E Station  
  Jeff Kirkham, Station Chief, South Sherbrooke   
 
Members & Staff Absent:  None. 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
A quorum was present. 
 

2. AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

3. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST AND/OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST & 
GENERAL NATURE THEREOF 
 
None at this time. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
i) Minutes – May 11th, 2020. 

 
 RESOLUTION # FB2020-35 

MOVED BY: Fred Dobbie 
SECONDED BY: Ray Scissons 

 
“THAT, the minutes of the Fire Board meeting held on May 11, 2020 be 
approved as presented.” 

ADOPTED 
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5. DELEGATIONS & PRESENTATIONS 
 

 

 

 

 

i) Master Fire Plan & Community Risk Assessment – attached, pages 6-18. 
Terry Gervais, The Loomex Group 

6. BUSINESS 

i) Snowplowing Contract – attached, pages 20-23. 

RESOLUTION # FB2020-36 
MOVED BY: Ray Scissons 
SECONDED BY: Fred Dobbie 
 

“THAT, the Board approves the extension of the Snow Removal contract with 
Bosman’s All-Weather Property Maintenance for a period of one (1) year.” 

ADOPTED 
 

ii) Insurance Contract – attached, pages 24-27. 

RESOLUTION # FB2020-37 
MOVED BY: George Sachs 
SECONDED BY: Mick Wicklum 
 

“THAT, the Board renews the current insurance policy with McDougall 
Insurance for an additional year (expiry date will be December 31, 2021).” 

ADOPTED 
 

iii) Lanark County Radio Communications System. 
 
The fire communications system for all Lanark County Fire Departments is 
owned by Lanark County (this includes the towers and the entire system 
network). All radios and pagers used by firefighters are owned by each 
separate municipality. Each tower has a link that allows towers to communicate 
with each other. It was brought up at Lanark County Council a few weeks ago 
that one of the links is down and needs to be replaced. The system is almost 12 
years old and the links are no longer available for purchase so $52,000 was 
requested at County Council to rebuild the link. The County Chiefs were asked 
to provide their options on if the link should be replaced. All Chiefs agreed that 
the link needs to be replaced because it’s imperative that the communications 
system continues to function. However, the County should start looking at 
upgrading the system. Last week County Council approved purchasing the link 
but will also hire a consultant to review the communications system moving 
forward. It will cost millions of dollars to replace the system. This issue was 
brought forward to the Fire Board because the Fire Chief is recommending that 
the Board start thinking about creating a communications reserve for the 
replacement of fire department pagers and radios for when the communications 
system is replaced. More details will be brought forward to the Fire Board as 
updates from the County level are provided. 
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iv) Surplus Tanker Status – attached, page 28.  
 

 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION # FB2020-38 
MOVED BY: George Sachs 
SECONDED BY: John Matheson 
 

“THAT, the Board approves the transfer of funds retained from the sale of the 
surplus tanker in the amount of $17,403.41 to the BBD&E Apparatus Reserve.” 

ADOPTED 
 

v) Township’s COVID-19 Grant – attached, page 29. 

RESOLUTION # FB2020-39 
MOVED BY: Mick Wicklum 
SECONDED BY: George Sachs 
 

“THAT, the Board approves the transfer of funds retained from the sale of the 
surplus tanker in the amount of $17,403.41 to the BBD&E Apparatus Reserve.” 

ADOPTED 

vi) Financial Status – attached, pages 30-35. 

RESOLUTION # FB2020-40 
MOVED BY: Ray Scissons 
SECONDED BY: Fred Dobbie   

“THAT, the Fire Board approve the Financial Status update as at September 4, 
2020.” 

ADOPTED 
 

 

  

vii) Billing Status – attached, page 36. 
 
Fire Chief Saunders reviewed the current billing status and the outstanding 
items that will be forwarded to the applicable Township Office to add to the 
owner’s tax roll. 

 
viii) Firefighters Hours/Pay & Emergency Response Calls Update – attached, 

pages 37-39. 

Fire Chief Saunders gave an update on the following: 
 

· The firefighter’s hours and pay (from November 1, 2019 to September 
11, 2020) 

· the number of fire calls for both stations (from November 1, 2019 to 
September 11, 2020).  

· the types of calls that took place (from November 1, 2019 to September 
11, 2020). 
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7. OLD BUSINESS 
 

   

 

 

 

 

i) Fire Chief Update (verbal). 
Greg Saunders, Fire Chief. 

· The fire administrative office is currently closed to the public because of 
Covid-19. A doorbell has been installed outside the front door and 
residents can ring for service and we will go outside and meet them. We 
have also been assisting residents through email and by phone. 

· Capital projects have all been completed for this year other than the dry 
hydrant on Mississippi Lake. The Fire Department is still waiting to hear 
back from MNR however it is scheduled to be installed later this fall.  

· All training sessions and meetings for the Fire Department were 
cancelled for the first few months of the pandemic but training has now 
resumed in small groups and an association meeting is scheduled for 
later this month. The meeting will be held in the truck bays to adhere to 
social distancing rules.  

· Calls for service have been completely different during the pandemic. 
Many residents are burning more and after the fire ban was lifted in the 
spring between 200-300 fire permits were issued within a week.  

· The office has been busy collecting and sending information for the 
Master Fire Plan. 

· The Fire Chief has completed a few private road inspections. 
· The Fire Chief suggested that the Fire Board purchase a thank you gift 

for Nancy Fleming for her time spent at the Fire Department while Megan 
was on Maternity Leave. The Fire Board agreed to purchase $200 worth 
of gift certificates to give to Nancy.  

ii) BBD&E Fire Station Chief Update (verbal). 
Paul Cameron, BBDE Station Chief. 
 
· Continues to come in on Monday mornings to review truck check sheets 

and work on fire apparatus.  

iii) South Sherbrooke Fire Station Chief Update (verbal). 
Jeff Kirkham, South Sherbrooke Station Chief. 

· Firefighter roster has decreased by one. A firefighter moved out of the 
area.  

· An update on the training center was provided.  

8. NEW/OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 None. 
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9. IN-CAMERA 
 
None. 

 
10. NEXT MEETING DATE AND PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Next Meeting: Monday, October 5th, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. AT SOUTH SHERBROOKE 
STATION  
 

11. DEFERRED ITEMS 
 
*The following items will be discussed at the next and/or future meeting: 

 
· Firefighter Residency Boundary Policy. 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The Board adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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